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Today’s Hot Pick A Moment of Warmth
PM Modi Holds The Iranian President’s Hand
A historic Scene On The International Stage

Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu
Bureau Chief New Delhi
September 12: Modi
holds a cordial meeting
with the Iranian Presi-
dent at Bharat Manda
pam Key agreements
reached to accelerate the
Chabahar Port mega-
project The primary strat
egy focuses on strength-
ening trade and econom-
ics within the Global
South“A major talking
point has emerged from
the BRICS summit in
Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi holding
the Iranian President's
hand. The prestigious
18th BRICS mega-sum-
mit, currently underway
in the national capital, is
becoming a stage for sig-
nificant diplomatic de-
velopments. Today, a re-
markable political mo-
ment unfolded in the
lounge at Bharat Manda
pam. During a break in
the summit proceedings,
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Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a pri-
vate meeting with the
President of Iran. Live vi-
suals showing Modi walk-
ing and conversing while
warmly holding the Ira-
nian President's hand and
placing his other hand on
the President's shoulder
took even foreign media
representatives by sur-
prise. Experts analyze
that this diplomatic move
will significantly help In-
dia showcase its own
brand value amidst the
strategic maneuvers of

th us .and Russia in

West Asia. Chabahar
Port: Mega Planning In
this context, leaders
from both nations have
reach ed a clear consen-
sus regarding the devel-
opment of Iran's presti-
gious Chab ahar Port.
Both sides have taken a
significant decision to
accelerate a new digital
trade roadm ap; this
mega-port will enable
the transportation of
goods from India to Cen-
tral Asia and Europe at a
minimal cost, while eas-

3 ily bypassing Pakistan.
| Key Highlig hts“Currency
,J

Agreement: The path

| has been cleared for bi-

lateral trade between
India and Iran using the
Rupee-Rial mechanism,
serving as an alternative
to the US Dollar.“Joint
Surveillance Strategy:
Intelligence agencies
from both countries will
share information re-
garding the rising threat
of terrorism in the
Middle East and mari-
time security. The meet-
ing between Prime Min-
ister Modi and the Ira-
nian President on the
sidelines of the BRICS
summit stands as clear
evidence of India's stra-
tegic success in interna-
tional geopolitics. The
economic agreements
resulting from this
meeting are certain to
steer Asian trade in a
new direction in the
near future.

Accused Arrested in Bollaram Armory Theft

Gase Details Revea

Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu
State Bureau Chief
Hyderabad, September
12: A key development
has taken place in the
case of theft of a large
amount of arms and am-
munition from the Bolla
ram Madras Regiment
armoury. Telang ana DGP
CV Anand revealed that
Mallesh, a former army
employee from Nagar
kurnool district, has been
identified as the main
accused in this case. It
was revealed that the in-
vestigating officers have
also recovered the stolen
weapons. When the wea
pons were last check ed
on August 30, it was re-
corded in the records
that everything was in
order. After that, the fact
that the locks of the army
armoury were broken
and the weapons and
ammunition disappear
ed came to light on Au-
gust 31. Initially, the in-
vestigation was conduct

ed from the angle of
whether outsiders were
involved in this incident?
Or was the theft done
with the help of insiders?

The DGP revealed that as h

part of the investigation,

the officers who kept an |

eye on Mallesh's move-

ments collected techni-

cal evidence.Officials say
that Mallesh was previ-
ously dismissed from the
army due to disciplinary
reasons. The DGP said
that the investigation
found that Mallesh con-
ducted reconnaissance in
the vicinity of the Bollar
am armory on August 28
and 29. It was found that
he inspected areas where
CCTV surveillance was
low at night. The DGP ex-
plained that on August
30, he entered from the
Kargil Gate side and reach
ed the armory using the
darkness. DGP CV Anand
said that the investigati
on revealed that he brok
e the locks in the area

A A

munition were stor ed
and committed the ft.
After taking out the
weapons, he was taken
to Achampet in a car. He
explained that the in-
vestigating officers foun
d that the wea pons
were hidden in a haysta
ck near his house there.
Later, the DGP said that
the stolen weapons
were seized during che
cks conducted by spe-
cial teams. Malk ajgiri
police and task force
teams arrested the main
accused Mallesh and
three other army per-
sonnel (total four) who

led - D&P Anand

where weapons and am-

assisted him in this ope
ration.“Taken .Initial re-
ports indicate that four
AK 203 rifles, one IANS
rifle, six 9mm pistols and
one civilian pistol along
with magazines and am-
munition were stolen
from the Bollaram Army
Centre. Meanw hile, a
major mishap was aver
ted as the police arres
ted the accus ed in time
and recovered the wea
pons before they fell in
to the han ds of any anti-
social or terrorist force s.
Investigation is ongoing
to see if anyone else is
behind this network.

The Telangana Media Academy has organized a workshop on Artificial
Intelligence (A} for working journalists on Monday, September 21, 2026.
D.R.S. Saileshwar Reddy, Manager, Telangana Media Academy, Hyderabad

State Bureau Chief, Hyderabad, September 12: The workshop will be held from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM
at the Telangana Media Academy auditorium on Chapel Road, Nampally. Spanning three hours, the
workshop will cover topics such as an introduction to Artificial Intelligence, the tools and methods
used, and the importance of responsible and ethical standards when creating content using Al. Jour-
nalists interested in participating must register by September 18, 2026, by sending their details by
including name, media organization, location, and mobile numberto the Academy’s WhatsApp num-
ber: 7093600977. Participation is limited to the first 50 eligible working journalists who register.
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Kakatiya University has Issued a Show-Gause Notice to Dr. Solthi
Kiran Kumar Goud, a Part-time Faculty Member The Registrar
Issued this Notice Following Several Serious Complaints

Nathari venkatesh State
Bureau Chief Hyderabad
September 12: against
Dr.kiran Goud, who
works in the university's
Department of Physical
Education. The key
points of the notice are
listed below Financial
Collections Under the
pretext of converting
part-time teachers into
contract teachers, he al-
legedly collected money
from approximately 12 to
13 part-time teachers.
Allegations exist regard-
ing the collection of
?50,000 each. Bills claim
ed without performing
duties: It was found that
bills were claimed for
the role of Kho-Kho coa
ch under the University
Sports Board during the
2014-2019 and 2019-
2026 periods without ac-
tually discharging the
duties. Ineligible ap-
pointment: Allegations
arose that the individual

joined as a part-time
Physical Education teach
er without the requisite
qualifications, a formal
notification, or recom-
mendations from a de-
partmental committee.
Misappropriation of fun

ds: It was alleged that : _ :

funds allocated for the
Sports Board's coaching
camps were misappro-
priated. PhD without
NOC: The individual en-
rolled in a PhD program
at Annamalai University
without obtaining a 'No
Objection Certificate'
(NOC) from the compe-
tent authority. Contest-
ing elections: A nomina-
tion was filed as an inde-
pendent candidate from
the Parkal constituency
in the 2023 Telangana As-
sembly elections with-
out prior permission. He
continued to serve as a
part-time teacher at KU
even after that. A com-
plaint was received al-

ing as a part-time teach
er, he was involved in
the real estate business
and failing to attend du-
ties regularly; it was fur-
ther alleged that he was
signing the attendance
registers himself, even
when the Principal had
marked him absent. The
Registrar has directed

the faculty member to °

submit a written expla-
nation, supported by ap-

propriate evidence, re- |,

garding these serious al-
legations with in seven
days.
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Revised Overburden Removal Targets to Be
Achieved for Increased Goal Production

Daily Target of 12.1 Lakh Cubic Metres of OB Removal Through Offloading

Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu
Direct Voice State Bu-
reau Chief Hyderabad
September 12: Directs
General Managers of All
Areas to Ensure Target
Achieve mentSingareni
Chairman and Managing
Director Dr. Buddhap
rakash Jyoti directed the
General Managers of all
areas to ensure that the
revised overburden (OB)
removal targets are
achieved on a daily ba-
sis, in view of the need
to supply adequate coal
to meet Telangana State’
s power require ments.
On Saturday, he con-
ducted a review meeting
on the performance of 19
offloading companies
engaged in overburden
removal operations acr
oss 15 open cast mines
of Singar eni. Addressing
the meeting, Dr. Buddh
aprakash Jyoti said that
power consumption in
the State is increasing
significantly and that
Singareni is implement-
ing plans to supply ad-
equate coal to thermal
power stations accord-
ingly. He stressed the
need to achieve the re-
vised OB removal targets
in all open cast mines to
support the increased
coal supply require
ments.He stated that a

CMD Dr. Buddh

—

aprakash Jyoti

target of 1,205 lakh cubic
metres of overburden
removal had been set for
the period from April to
August of the current fi-
nancial year. Against this
target, 1,221 lakh cubic
metres of overburden
was removed, register-
ing an achievement of
101 per cent.“However,
out of the 19 offloading
companies, only eight
had achieved 100 per
cent of their OB removal
targets up to the end of
August. He directed the
General Managers of the
respective areas to en-
sure that the remaining
companies improve
their performance and
extend full cooperation
in achieving the as-
signed targets.He further
stated that although the
prescribed daily OB re-
moval target for Sep-

tember was 7.28 lakh cu-
bic metres, the target
has now been enhanced
to 12.1 lakh cubic metres
per day in view of the
increasing demand for
coal. He directed all con-
cerned to work towards
achieving the revised
daily target.The CMD in-
structed that the OB re-
moval targets in all open
cast mines must be
achieved without fail.
He noted that some
offloading companies
engaged in OB removal
at JVR OC, Manuguru OC,
GDK OC, RG OC-3,RG OC-
2, KTK OC-2 and Sriram
pur OCs were lagging
behind their targets. He
directed them to clear
the backlog while simul-
taneously achieving the
newly assigned targets.
During the meeting, the
CMD also reviewed in

detail the number of
shovels and dumpers
being deployed by each
offloading company and
the number required to
achieve the assigned
targets. He further di-
rected the officials to
expedite the tendering
process for OB removal
through offloading com-
panies for the new open
cast mines.Director (Op-
erations) L.V. Surya
Naray ana, Director (Pro
jects & Planning)K.
Venkates hwarlu, Direc-
tor (E&M) M. Tirumala
Rao, Executive Director
(Coal Movement) B.
Venkanna, General Man-
ager (Coordination &
Marketing) T. Srinivas,
General Managers of all
areas and Corporate
General Managers par-
ticipated in the meet-

ing.
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Strict action for Violations!

BIJP takes credit for the strong bond formed
between corporates and Kamal NathThe flood
of donations is undeniable evidence. The five
recentThe latest figures reveal that the BJP
central office received funds worth Rs 1,472.8
crore during the state election period. At the
same time, the donations received by the
Congress were Rs 207.17 crore. The BJP
officially says that it spent Rs 96.3 crore in
Assam, Rs 51.6 crore in Tamil Nadu, and Rs
11.9 crore in Puducherry. The amount of
unaccounted and unaccounted money can be
estimated. This makes it clear how much
money is concentrated in the hands of
politicians and how much inequality financial
power creates in the election campaign. The
BJP, which works in accordance with the
interests of corporates... This donation figure
is a mountain of rewards for the return it is
getting from them. In 2024-25, all political
parties received Rs 3,826.35 crore through
electoral bonds, of which Rs 3,157.65 crore, or
82.52 percent, went to the BJP. The Congress
received Rs 298.78 crore, the Trinamool
Congress received Rs 102 crore, and the
remaining 19 parties together contributed Rs
267.92 crore. Of these funds, 228 corporate
and business entities contributed Rs 3,636.82
crore. This figure shows the role that corporate
money plays in the funding system of the
ruling parties. Similarly, these donations also
reveal how much the respective parties are
dedicated to and influenced by the interests of
corporates. When the Supreme Court struck
down the electoral bond scheme in 2024 in a
case filed by the CPM... it raised serious
questions on issues such as transparency in
political donations and the impact of corporate
funds on people's rights. There has been no
adequate response from the Center so far, nor
has there been any revision. Even after the
bond route was abolished, the flow of large
amounts of funds has not stopped. With such
unlimited corporate donations to the BIJP,
which incites a hysterical ideology to seize
power, it has changed the course of the
elections for the worse! From pouring crores
into poll management to turning the winning
opponents towards itself, it is using the power
structures and financial power as it pleases.
This is a big danger to democracy! A serious
loss to the interests of the country. Meanwhile,
the case of unrecognized registered political
parties that came to light in Gujarat has
brought to light another dark side of the
election funding system. It is surprising that
six anonymous parties limited to papers
received donations of about Rs. 1,700 crore in
2023-24. The number of candidates contesting
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, all those parties
together, is only 15. How did these anonymous
parties get so much money? What are the
interests behind it? The questions need to be
answered. The CPM, which works among the
people and runs movements, has decided not
to accept donations from corporate companies.
On the one hand, the lack of funds for the Left
parties competing with limited resources, and
on the other hand, the enormous financial
power of the parties that can spend huge
amounts, is against equal political competi-
tion. Elections require discussion with the
people, arguments on policies, and proposals
for alternatives. But if money, media, cam-
paign machinery, huge meetings, and digital
campaigns are all concentrated in the hands of
a single political force, democracy will lose its
meaning. That is why there is a great need to
bring electoral reforms. To get out of the
situation of dependence on corporate dona-
tions and large amounts of funds, a public
funding system for elections should be estab-
lished. The Election Commission should be
the central institution for this. It should
provide needs like campaign materials, gov-
ernment places for meetings, printing, and
travel. At the same time corpo ratThere should
be strict limits on donations, complete transpa
renc y for every donation, immediate public
declaration of income and expenditure of
parties, limits on expenditure incurred by
parties during elections, and strict action
against violations.
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BRSV protesters detained during student protest

Hyderabad: Police on Friday foiled
an attempt by the Bharat Rashtra
Vidyarthi Samithi (BRSV) to storm the
Telangana Legislative Assembly while
pressing for several student demands,
including the withdrawal of GO No. 97
related to polytechnic colleges.

BRSV leaders and students gath-
ered near the Assembly and tried to
proceed towards the premises, follow-
ing which police detained several pro-
testers and prevented them from en-
tering the Assembly.

BRSV leader Prashant Goud said
the government should immediately
release Rs 12,000 crore in pending
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scholarships and withdraw GO No. 97. He alleged that the gov-

ernment was ignoring the problems
faced by students and warned of in-
tensified protests if their demands
were not addressed.

Goud threatened to lay siege to the
residence of Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy if the government failed to with-
draw GO No. 97. He said the BRSV
would intensify its agitation and take
up stronger forms of protest if the
government continued to remain un-
responsive to their demands.

Police stepped up security around
the Assembly and prevented the pro-
testers from advancing towards the
premises.

Telangana BIP MLAsS Drive Tractors to Assembly,
Demand Fasal Blma Yolana Imnlemematmn

Hyderabad: Telangana BJP MLAs on Friday
organised a protest rally by driving tractors from
the MLA Quarters to the Telangana Assembly,
demanding that the state government implement
Fasal Bima Yojana for farmers.

The protest was held amid the ongoing As-
sembly session, with BJP legislators using trac-
tors to draw attention to their demand for the crop
insurance scheme. The demonstration was
aimed at pressing the state government to take
steps towards implementing the scheme in
Telangana.

The BJP MLAs travelled from the MLA Quar-
ters towards the Assembly as part of the protest,
bringing the issue of farmers and crop insurance
to the centre of their demonstration.

Earlier, Telangana BJP president N
Ramchander Rao on Thursday accused both the

sues.

rulmg Congress and the opposmon BRS of dis-
rupting the ongoing Monsoon session of the
state Assembly, accusing the two parties of
trying to prevent discussions on key public is-

“The Monsoon session of the Telangana
Assembly is witnessing no business because
both the main opposition party and the Con-
gress ruling party are abusing each other, both

outside the House and inside it--not allowing the
House to discuss the important subjects, includ-
ing fee reimbursement,” Ramchander Rao said.

He alleged that both Congress and BRS were
deliberately avoiding a discussion on fee reim-
bursement and wasting public money and the
Assembly's time. “Both are trying to ensure they
don't discuss anything in the House,” the
Telangana BJP chief said.

Rao further alleged that the BRS was appre-
hensive that a discussion on various issues
would expose its 10-year rule, while the Con-
gress was concerned that its alleged corrup-
tion would come under scrutiny.

“The BRS is also afraid that if these things
are discussed, their ten-year rule will be ex-
posed. Congress is also afraid that its corrup-
tion will be exposed,” he said.

Banks Face 4-tday ﬂlSI‘llIlllﬂll Over Staff Strike

Hyderabad: Bank customers in
Telangana could face four days without
normal branch services from Friday as
employees under the United Forum of
Bank Unions (UFBU) go on a nationwide
strike on Thursday, followed by the sec-
ond Saturday, Sunday and Ganesh
Chaturthi on September 14. Teller trans-
actions, cheque work and loan process-
ing may be affected, while UPI, mobile and
internet banking and ATMs are expected
to remain available.

The strike will go ahead after talks with
the Indian Banks' Association, the Depart-
ment of Financial Services and labour au-
thorities failed to produce a definite timeline
for five-day banking, the unions’ main de-
mand.

UFBU said five-day banking was agreed
to during the March 2024 bipartite settle-
ment and recommended to the Union gov-
emment for approval. The agreement pro-

ber 8 and 9.
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vides for all Saturdays to become holidays, while employ-
ees would work 40 minutes longer from Monday to Friday.
Banks currently close on the second and fourth Saturdays.

“6 Day Banking is a priority issue,” UFBU said. The unions
told officials they could reconsider the strike if the govern-
ment gave a positive response or a definite timeline. No
such assurance came during conciliation talks on Septem-

Joint Secretary, DFS, Shalini Pandit told union represen-

. tatives that the government could not
. give a timeline as several stakehold-

| UNITED FORUM OF ers had to be considered. UFBU re-
BANK ""T'ﬂ"s ] plied that “without any definite devel-

opment in the issue, we cannot recon-
sider our strike call”.

One earlier dispute has moved for-
ward. DFS advised banks to keep the
Performance Linked Incentive scheme
for Scale IV to VIl officers in abeyance
for 2025-26 and discuss it bilaterally.

Other pending demands concern
recruitment, pensions, gratuity, ex-gra-
tia, director posts, a Leave Bank and
retirees’ medical-insurance premium.

Seven unions currently constitute
UFBU. SBI has said it will make ar-
rangements for normal functioning,
though work may be affected. UFBU
has also notified strikes from Septem-
ber 28 to 30 and a continuous strike
from October 26 if demands remain
unresolved.

SEPTEMBER 2026

ALL INDIA STRIKE
28™, 29™ & 30™ SEP 2026

INDEFINITE STRIKE
FROM 26™ OCT 2026

Serious Issues Are Not Properly
Discussed in Assemhbly: Payal Shankar

Hyderabad: BJP MLA Payal Shankar on Friday criticised the Telangana
government for failing to
address public concerns
during the ongoing assem-
bly session, highlighting
massive backlogs in stu-
dent fee reimbursements
and widespread land dis-
putes.

Speaking to ANI, Shankar
charged that both the Con-
gress and BRS regimes
have left citizens struggling, pointing out that approximately five million
people across the state are grappling with unresolved issues tied to
their private and agricultural lands.

He said, "The Telangana Assembly is in session, yet the serious is-
sues affecting the people are not being properly discussed. Under both
the BRS and Congress governments, the people of Telangana have
continued to suffer. Around 50 lakh people are facing problems related
to their private and agricultural land.”

Shankar further asserted that the opposition continues to press these
issues on the floor of the house, but the government consistently dodges
accountability and fails to provide answers.

“Nearly Rs 15,000 crore in fee reimbursement remains pending, leav-
ing thousands of students struggling. Some have been forced to dis-
continue their studies, while others are unable to receive their certifi-
cates even after completing their education. The BJP is continuously
raising these issues in the Assembly, but the government is failing to
provide proper answers," Shankar added.
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KTR accuses Revanth Reddy govt
of misusing 22(A) land list

Hyderabad: The Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) has accused Chief Min-
ister ARevanth Reddy of running a “crimi-
nal real estate enterprise” by misusing
the Section 22(A) prohibited landlist. The
party alleged that unprecedented land
grabbing was taking place under the Con-
gress government, with those entrusted
with protecting land allegedly turning into
encroachers.

Speaking at a meeting with victims of the 22(A) prohibited land list in the
Bhu Bharati portal on Friday, BRS working president K T Rama Rao said the
issue was turning out to be the biggest scam and that the party would soon
bring the alleged atrocities of the Revanth Reddy government to the notice of
Congress Lok Sabha Leader Rahul Gandhi.

Rama Rao said a parallel revenue administration was functioning alongside
the official system to benefit the kith and kin of the Chief Minister and Revenue
Minister Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy. He alleged that files were being moved through
an opaque network, with property owners being blackmailed for a 30 per cent
commission to have their properties removed from the prohibited list.

He blamed the Congress government for the downturn in Telangana's real
estate sector, saying the confidence built in land as a safe investment during
the previous BRS regime was being eroded. He alleged that around 1.16 crore
acres had been placed on the prohibited list and that owners refusing to sell
their lands were being targeted through Section 22(A).Download Interactive Maps

Taking a swipe at Revanth Reddy, the BRS working president said making
him Chief Minister was like making forest brigand Veerappan the Forest Minis-
ter. He alleged that Revanth Reddy had earlier used RTI to blackmail people.

“Now that the blackmailer became the Chief Minister, he is misusing the
entire government machinery for his real estate deals,” he added.
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One Lakh Bangles Pooja held at Sri
Nauarajq_llajeshwara sSwamy Imnla
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Dr Srinivas Vooradi Special Correspondent Hanumakonda, Sept 12: A one lakh
bangles pooja was held at the Sri Nagaraja Rajeshwara Swamy Temple at
Waddepally in Hanamkonda on Friday, marking the last day of the auspicious
Shravana maasa."The special ritual was conducted by the temple’s head priest,
Brahmasri Godavarti Jeevan Sharma, and led by temple President Kunduru
Anil Reddy. Hundreds of women devotees took part in the pooja and offered
prayers at the temple.The temple premises witnessed a devotional atmo-
sphere as the bangles were arranged and worshipped as part of the ceremony.
Women devotees participated with enthusiasm, seeking the blessings of the
deity for the well-being and prosperity of their families.Speaking on the oc-
casion, Temple President Kunduru Anil Reddy, Secretary Eturi Kondal Rao,
Treasurer Vidyasagar and Manager M Ashok said the event was organised to
mark the spiritual significance of Shravana maasa and to provide devotees an
opportunity to participate in the special worship.

The end of the Encroachment of Ammapuram Temple Lands..

Waves Demand Response from Authorities

LY e 1. .i‘ i
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Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu Direct Voice Bureau Chief Warangal September 12:
People expressed concern at the Vibjiram Gram Sabha held in Ammapuram,
Thorrur mandal, Mahabubabad on Friday. The locals are alleging that the
temple lands belonging to the village have been encroached upon. Although
the Sri Venkateswara Swamy temple lands were surveyed by the Endowment
Department recently, the locals are alleging that there are flaws in the
survey.Suspicions are being expressed. According to the details of the localsThe
land of the Sri Venkateswara Swamy temple in the village was sold for lease
to a local granite quarry. In the context of the allegations, the landRecently,
the land of the Venkateswara Swamy temple was surveyed. But the locals
allege that there are errors in this survey. Similarly, the Sri Ramuni Gutta,
which has a history of years in the village,People are alleging that lands in
survey numbers 7 and 9 have also been encroached upon. People are de-
manding that the government immediately respond and survey the lands of
Sri Sita Ramachandra Swamy and Sri Venkateswara Swamy temples and pro-
tect the temple lands. They have warned that they will launch a public agita-
tion if they do not.

Voters Should Make Use of Special Gampaion Days
Every Eligible Person Must Register as a Voter
Election Registration Officer & RDO Krishnaveni
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Dayyala Meena Bureau Chief, Mulugu September 12 : Revenue Divisional
Officer (RDO) Krishnaveni urged eligible voters to utilize the special cam-
paign days being conducted as part of the special intensive revision of the
electoral roll. On Saturday, the Election Registration Officer inspected sev-
eral polling stations across the Mulugu, Mallampalli, and Venkatapuram
mandals. She reviewed the availability of Booth Level Officers (BLOs) at the
polling stations and examined the process of receiving applications, claims,
and objections from voters. Speaking on the occasion, she directed BLOs to
perform their duties responsibly by ensuring every eligible person is regis-
tered as a voter and that the electoral roll is free of errors. She instructed
them to accept Form-6 for new voter registration, Form-7 for name deletion,
and Form-8 for the correction of details. She emphasized that applications
received from voters must be thoroughly examined and resolved within the
stipulated timeframe. She further directed BLOs to be present at their re-
spective polling stations during the special campaign days and provide neces-
sary assistance to voters. Mulugu Tahsildar N. also participated in this pro-
gram. Vijayabhaskar, Revenue Inspector Nagesh, Senior Assistant Srinivas,
Rajender, Junior Assistant Sathvik, booth-level officers, concerned staff, and
others participated.
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Rice Millal?s’ Grand dharna“Just demands should be addressed..
Negotiations should be held with the gnvernment immediately

Direct Voice Bureau
Chief Warangal Septem-
ber 12 :A grand dharna
was organized in front of

Ekashila Park on under !

the auspices of the
Warangal District Rice
Millers Welfare Associa-
tion demanding imme-
diate implementation of
the problems of rice
millers and their just de-
mands. On this occasion,
the millers raised slo-
gans against the govern-

ment and demanded |

that their grievances be
resolved. The govern-
ment should immedi-
ately hold talks with the
association representa-
tives and find a solution
to the problems. Sudden
attacks should be stop
ped The millers de-
manded that the sur-
prise raids carried out by
the Vigilance, Enforce-
ment and Tank Force of-
ficials on the millers be
stopped. They deman
ded that the cases regis-
tered against the run-
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ningmi!lérs for the last
two months be uncondi
tionally withdrawn. They
appea led that a JV agree-
ment be drawn up that
would be acceptable to
both the parties and that
the rice be received only
on the basis of the Jo=/
test milling or the report
of Karnataka scientists.
Milling charges should be
increased. The millers
demanded an increas e in
milling charges per quin-
tal of paddy. They de-

alty and interest GO
should be cancelle They
demanded that the 25
percent penalty and 12

_ | perc ent interest im-

posed on defaul ting
millers be cancelled.
They appealed to fix the
price of Rabi tender
grain for 2022-23 fairly
and pay the then godo
wn haulage and han-

] | dling charg es. They

manded that the milling
charges be Rs. 150 for
raw rice and Rs. 200 for
boiled rice. They de-
manded that the price
of old gunny bags be
fixed at Rs. 9 and the 20
percent depre ciation
levied on old bags be
redu ced. Similarly, they
demanded that the civil
non-payment of mill-
ing, transport, dieage
and custodian charges
pending since 2014 be
paid immed iately Pen-

dema nded that the ac-
counts of millers who

. lost money and de-

faulted due to govern-
ment policies be fully
settled and that they be
given the opportunity to
pay the dues in four in-
stallments accor ding to
the then grain priceThe
milling charge should be
increa sed to Rs. 150 per
guintal of grain.CMR
grain should be cleared
quicklyThe millers de-
manded that Kharif grain
be received as raw rice
through civil supplies
and Rabi grain be re-
ceived as boiled rice

through Kheez. The strict
rules of Kheez should be
relaxed to some extent
and adequate space
should be provided in
the godowns for the
levy.Rice collar is not for
hunting. Mahadharna Ex-
ternal ration through
milling is different for
Kharif and Rabi crops.
Viorance. The informant
should be stopped im-
mediately and the gov-
ernment should hold a
meeting with the mill-
ers. He requested. He ap-
pealed that the entire
Jawi grain with the mill-
ers should be quickly
converted into Jawi rice
and then the Kharif 2026-
27 season grain should
be allocated to the mill-
ers. The leaders request
ed that the government
should positively con-
sider the problems of the
rice millers and immedi-
ately hold talks with the
association representa-
tives and resolve their
fair demands.

Expedite Bhadrakali Bund Development Works Prioritize Greenery Development
Chahat Bajpai Hanumakonda District Collector & Special Officar, Greater Warangal Municipal Corporation

Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu
Direct Voice Bureau
Chief Warangal Septem-
ber 12: Hanumakonda
District Collector and
Greater Warangal Mu-
nicipal Corporation (GW
MC) Special Officer,
Chahat Bajpai, has di-
rected officials to
swiftly and efficiently
complete the develop-
ment works aimed at
further enhancing the
Bhadrakali Bund as a
tourist destination. On
Saturday, the District
Collector inspected the
ongoing development
activities at the site. Dur-
ing the visit, she as-
sessed the quality of the

completed works and is-
sued instructions regard-
ing the completion of
pending tasks. Officials
briefed the Collector on
the progress made so far,
noting the completion of
granite work, pathways,
greenery, lighting, and
drainage systems. Speak-
ing on the occasion,
Chahat Bajpai urged the
concerned officials to
take immediate steps to
finish the remaining wor
ks. She also suggested
identifying vacant spaces
in the vicinity of the
Bhadrakali Bund and un-
dertaking extensive plan-
tation drives. She further
directed officials to en-

hance the greenery to
make the area more at-
tractive and to ensure a
pleasant atmosphere
for visitors. He directed
that all works under-
taken to further de-
velop the Bhadrakali
Bund as a tourism des-
tination be completed
expeditiously, in a coor-
dinated manner and in
compliance with quality
standards. Greater Wara
ngal Municipal Corpora-
tion SE Raj Kumar, EE
Ravi Kumar, DEs, AEs,
the Horticulture Of-
ficer, and others partici-
pated in the event.

Railway corridors to be constructed at a cost of Rs. 10,000 crores

Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu
NATIONAL Bureau Chief
New Delhi September
12 : The Union Cabinet
has approved several
multi-tracking railway
projects across the coun-
try, including busy routes
in Telugu states. Union
Railway Minister Ash
wini Vaishnav revealed
these details to the me-
dia on Wednes day. In
this context, the central
government has taken a
key decision to increase
the capacity of the rail-
way system. As per the
cabinet decision, the
construct ion of the
fourth line in the Ghat
kesar-Kazipet section in
Telanga na has been ap-
proved. The 110-km
project is estimated to
costRs. 2,419 crore. Simi-
larly, the green signal
has been given for the
construction of the 3rd
and 4th lines on the
Arakkonam Renigunta
route running through
Andhra Pradesh. With
the compl etion of these
projects, the move ment
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of trains on the respec-

tive routes will be further
facilitated. The govern-
ment has decided to un-
dertake the construction
of four lines in 17 districts
of four states. The esti-
mated cost of this project
is Rs. 10,021 crore, the
center has said. With this,
five multi-tracking projec
ts are coming up in Telang
ana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Karnat
aka. Officials expect the
constru ction of new lines
to not only increase the
capacity of the railway
network but also increase
the speed of freight and
passeng er trains. These
are planned to be com-
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pleted by 2029-30. The
inauguration of the bul-
let train is scheduled
for 2027. Its completi on
work is expected to be
fast-tracked.The train
will be on the tracks for
testing by May-June of
the year. After the test-
ing is completed, the in-
auguration ceremony
will be held, he said. In
this, in the Arakkonam -
Renigunta section. It
has been decided to
complete the construc-
tion of 3 and 4 lanes
with a length of 77 km
in three years. Also, the
construction of the
fourth lane with a
length of 110 km be-
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tween Ghat Kesar -
Kazipet has been ap-
proved at a cost of Rs.
2,419 crore. Along with
this, 3 and 4 lines with a
length of 47 km be-
tween Whitefield -
Bangarupet“Approval
has been given. The
government believes
that the construction of
these projects will in-
crease the capacity of
trains and reduce con-
gestion. It has been said
that rail routes will be
improved to many popu-
lar tourist destinations
across the country. It is
expected that rail con-
nectivity will increase to
popular tourist and pil-
grimage sites like
Taratarini Temple, Jagan
nath Temple (an ancient
temple near Jharsu
guda), Bandha vgarh Ti-
ger Reserve, Amara
kantak Temple, and
Achanak Mar Tiger Re-
serve. Along with this,
these projects will also
be very useful for freight
transport. Especially, the
transport of goods like
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coal, cement, iron and
steel will be facilitated.
The government esti-
mates that this will facili-
tate the transport of an
additional 47 million tons
of freight per year. The
government has focused
on increasing multi-
transport connectivity
and logistic efficiency
through comprehensive
planning and consulta-
tion with stakeholders.
These projects have
been planned based on
the PM Gati Shakti Na-
tional Master Plan. The
government believes
that these projects will
provide seamless con-
nectivity for the move-
ment of people, goods
and services. It is be-
lieved that the expan-
sion of the railway net-
work will reduce oil im-
portsin the country. It has
been said that about 12
crore liters of oil imports
will be saved. Also, 62
crore kg of carbon diox-
ide will be saved.
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WOMEN FARMERS' EMPOWERMENT: THE PATHWAY T0 INDIA'S AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT!

Although women play an extremely significant role
in India’s agricultural sector, serious inequalities
continue to exist in terms of recognition for their
labour, financial returns, land ownership rights, ac-
cess to credit and availability of modern technol-
ogy. Agriculture is the backbone of India’s rural
economy, and women constitute one of the princi-
pal forces sustaining that backbone. From select-
ing seeds and transplanting seedlings to weeding,
harvesting, livestock rearing and storing agricultural
produce, women perform a wide range of respon-
sibilities. Yet, one of the greatest contradictions
within Indian agriculture is that while women'’s par-
ticipation in agricultural production is remarkably
high, their share in the economic benefits remains
disproportionately low.”“According to the statistics
presented, women account for approximately 64
per cent of the total agricultural workforce. This
clearly demonstrates that women are not merely
assistants in agricultural activities but constitute a
major productive force within Indian agriculture.
Particularly in rural areas, where men increasingly
migrate to towns, cities, other states or foreign
countries in search of employment, agricultural re-
sponsibilities are falling more heavily on the shoul-
ders of women. Women are directly involved in
numerous agricultural activities, including sowing,
transplanting, weeding, applying fertilisers, har-
vesting crops, drying grain, storing produce and car-
ing for livestock.““However, despite women con-
stituting as much as 64 per cent of the agricultural
workforce, the proportion of agricultural land held
by women is only about 11.7 per cent. This repre-
sents a serious structural inequality. A woman may
work throughout the day on a farm without having
ownership rights over the very land she cultivates.
Even when women contribute substantially to ag-
ricultural production, official recognition as a farmer
is often granted primarily to men. The absence of
land ownership restricts women’s access to agri-
cultural credit, government welfare schemes, crop
insurance, subsidies and agricultural
equipment.”“In many parts of the country, women
who actively cultivate land are still not officially
recognised as farmers if the land is not registered
in their names. A woman may work in the fields
every day, yet she may not have the authority to
make important decisions. Decisions regarding
which crop to cultivate, when to purchase seeds,
how much fertiliser to use, where to sell the pro-
duce and how agricultural income should be spent
often remain under male control. As a result,
women provide the labour while decision-making
authority remains in the hands of others. This sig-
nificantly limits their economic
independence.”“Wage inequality is another major
challenge faced by women in agriculture. Accord-
ing to the statistics presented, women receive only
Rs.82 for every Rs.100 earned by men. Paying
women less despite performing the same or com-
parable work is a clear example of social and eco-
nomic inequality. Women agricultural workers of-
ten engage in physically demanding labour for long
hours, yet their work continues to be valued less
than that of men. This is not merely an injustice to
women; it is also an obstacle to the economic de-
velopment of the country.”“One of the major rea-
sons why women’s labour is undervalued is that a
significant portion of their work remains outside
formal economic records. Women working on fam-
ily farms, for example, frequently contribute their
labour without receiving wages. According to the
statistics presented, 47.7 per cent of women work
without pay on family farms, compared with only
20.2 per cent of men. This difference clearly dem-
onstrates the enormous extent of invisible and
unpaid labour performed by women within Indian
agriculture.”“A woman in a farming household of-
ten performs multiple responsibilities from early
morning until late at night. She may feed livestock,
milk cattle, work in the fields, remove weeds, par-
ticipate in harvesting, return home to prepare food
for the family and care for children. Yet many of
these activities are not assigned any direct economic
value. Work performed on family farms is often
treated merely as a family responsibility rather than
productive labour deserving recognition and com-
pensation. This significantly weakens the economic
position of women.““Inequality in access to pro-
ductive resources also affects the productivity of
women farmers. According to the statistics pre-
sented, women farmers may experience a produc-
tivity gap of up to 24 per cent because of inadequate
access to essential resources. This does not mean
that women lack agricultural skills or abilities. The
primary problem lies in unequal access to land,
credit, quality seeds, fertilisers, irrigation facilities,
agricultural machinery, training and market
information.”“If women farmers receive the same
access to land, credit, technology, irrigation re-
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sources, quality seeds and market opportunities as
male farmers, their productivity could increase sub-
stantially. It is therefore incorrect to underestimate
women’s agricultural capabilities simply because
their present productivity levels may appear lower.
The real issue does not lie in women’s abilities but in
the unequal opportunities and resources available
to them.”“Women’s contribution to Indian agricul-
ture extends far beyond crop cultivation. They play
vital roles in livestock rearing, poultry farming, sheep
and goat rearing, dairy production, vegetable culti-
vation, seed preservation, food storage and various
small-scale agriculture-based enterprises. Women
are also central to household food security in rural
communities. They play a major role in selecting, stor-
ing and managing food and ensuring nutritional se-
curity for their families.”“Women also possess ex-
tensive traditional agricultural knowledge that has
been passed from one generation to another. Rural
women often have valuable experience in selecting
and preserving indigenous seeds, caring for livestock
and choosing agricultural practices suitable for local
climatic conditions. However, this knowledge fre-
quently receives limited scientific, institutional and
economic recognition.““The inequalities faced by
women are not merely individual or social problems;
they also impose significant economic costs on the
nation. According to the estimates presented, gen-
der inequalities in the agricultural sector result in an
annual loss of approximately 1.2 to 2 trillion in po-
tential production value. This is estimated to be
equivalent to around 2.5 to 4 per cent of total agricul-
tural output. These figures demonstrate that provid-
ing equal opportunities to women is not only a mat-
ter of social justice but also an economic necessity
for national development.““When women farmers
are provided equal opportunities, agricultural pro-
duction can increase, family incomes can improve and
rural poverty can decline. Higher incomes in the hands
of women can also contribute to greater expendi-
ture on children’s education, healthcare and nutri-
tion. Women'’s empowerment should therefore not
be viewed merely as a welfare initiative for women.
It must be recognised as an essential strategy for ru-
ral development and national economic
growth.“The first step towards recognising women’s
contribution is to acknowledge them officially as
farmers. Women’s land ownership rights must be
strengthened by promoting joint ownership within
farming households and ensuring that women’s
names are included in land records. Land rights can
enable women to access agricultural credit, insur-
ance, government schemes and subsidies. Owner-
ship of land provides women not only with economic
security but also with greater authority in agricultural
decision-making.““The principle of equal pay for
equal work must also be effectively implemented in
the agricultural sector. The situation in which women
receive only Rs.82 for every Rs.100 earned by men
must be addressed through stronger monitoring and
enforcement of fair wage practices. Social attitudes
that undervalue women’s labour must also change.
Rural society must recognise that the work performed
by women in agriculture is no less valuable than the
work performed by men.““Access to agricultural credit
must be expanded for women farmers. Many women
face difficulties in obtaining institutional loans be-
cause land is not registered in their names or be-
cause they lack property documents and official rec-
ognition as farmers. Special credit facilities, low-in-
terest financial assistance and stronger agricultural
investment opportunities through self-help groups
can play a crucial role in improving women'’s eco-
nomic independence. Financial empowerment is
essential if women are to make independent deci-
sions regarding agricultural production and
investment.““Modern technology must also reach
women farmers. Agricultural machinery is often de-
signed primarily with male physical capacity in mind.
There is a need to develop and provide lightweight,
safe and user-friendly agricultural equipment suit-
able for women, including seed-sowing machines,
weeding tools and harvesting equipment. Such tech-
nologies can reduce physical strain, save time and
improve productivity.”“Women'’s participation in ag-
ricultural training programmes must also be in-
creased. Special training should be provided in mod-
ern cultivation practices, water management, cli-
mate-resilient agriculture, organic farming, market
information and value-added agricultural production.
Mobile-based agricultural information should also be
made available to rural women in their local lan-
guages. Access to information can significantly im-
prove women’s capacity to make independent and
informed agricultural decisions.““Women farmers
must also secure a stronger position within agricul-
tural markets. Although women play a major role in
agricultural production, their participation in market-
ing processes often remains limited. Activities such
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as travelling to markets, negotiating prices and
establishing relationships with buyers are fre-
quently dominated by men. Strengthening women
farmers’ producer organisations and collective
marketing systems can enable women to secure
better prices and greater bargaining
power.““When discussing the future of Indian ag-
riculture, women must be placed at the centre of
agricultural policy. With women accounting for as
much as 64 per cent of the agricultural workforce,
it is impossible to imagine sustainable agricultural
development while neglecting their empower-
ment. At the same time, the fact that women hold
only 11.7 per cent of agricultural land, receive only
Rs.82 for every Rs.100 earned by men and that 47.7
per cent of women work without pay on family
farms demonstrates the urgent need for structural
reforms in the agricultural sector.““The productiv-
ity gap of up to 24 per cent resulting from unequal
access to resources represents an economic loss
that India can no longer afford. Providing equal
opportunities to every woman farmer can increase
agricultural production, strengthen food security,
improve rural household incomes, enhance
women’s economic independence and generate
additional economic value for the nation.““In con-
clusion, a woman in Indian agriculture is not
merely an agricultural labourer. She is a farmer, a
producer, a seed conservator, a livestock care-
taker, a guardian of household food security and a
vital force within the rural economy. Indian agri-
culture cannot achieve complete and sustainable
development without recognising her contribu-
tion. As long as women'’s hands continue to work
in the fields, Indian agriculture will remain depen-
dent upon their labour. However, Indian agricul-
ture will achieve genuine and inclusive develop-
ment only when women'’s hands are supported by
land rights, their labour receives equal wages, their
decisions receive institutional recognition and
their development is supported by equal
opportunities.“”“Empowering women farmers
does not mean developing an individual alone. It
means strengthening a family, supporting the eco-
nomic stability of a village, increasing agricultural
productivity, protecting national food security and
providing new strength to India’s economic de-
velopment. Therefore, it is not an exaggeration to
say that the future of Indian agriculture lies sig-
nificantly in the hands of women farmers.“““The
day the labour of women in the fields receives its
true value will be the day Indian agriculture
achieves genuine equality. When a woman farmer
progresses, the village progresses; and when the
village progresses, the nation
develops.”““WOMEN FARMERS' EMPOWERMENT
AND THE FUTURE OF INDIAN AGRICULTURE““A com-
prehensive examination of Indian agriculture
makes it impossible to discuss agricultural devel-
opment without recognising the central role
played by women. Women account for approxi-
mately 64 per cent of the agricultural workforce,
demonstrating their enormous importance as a
productive human resource within the agricultural
system. Yet, despite contributing such a substan-
tial share of agricultural labour, women continue
to face inequalities in land ownership, income,
wages, access to credit, technology, productive
resources and market opportunities. This creates
a major contradiction: women’s participation in
agriculture is extremely high, while their economic
empowerment remains comparatively
limited.“”“One of the most serious concerns is
women’s limited control over agricultural land.
Although women constitute 64 per cent of the ag-
ricultural workforce, they hold only around 11.7
per cent of agricultural land. The enormous gap
between these two figures reveals the structural
inequality embedded within Indian agriculture. It
is a serious social and economic contradiction that
women who contribute extensively to agricultural
production often do not have ownership rights
over the land they cultivate.”“Land ownership is
particularly important because it influences access
to agricultural credit, crop insurance, government
financial assistance, agricultural machinery and
market services. Without land ownership, women
find it difficult to establish their identity as inde-
pendent farmers. Therefore, strengthening
women’s land rights must be considered the first
and most fundamental step towards agricultural
empowerment.”“The wages received by women
also reflect deep economic inequality. Women
receive only Rs.82 for every Rs.100 earned by men,
despite frequently performing the same or com-
parable agricultural work. This indicates that the
principle of equal pay for equal work has not yet
been fully realised within the agricultural sector.
Lower wages for women not only represent eco-

nomic injustice but also affect the overall financial
condition of farming households.”“When women’s
incomes remain low, their ability to contribute to
family welfare is also restricted. Reduced income
in the hands of women can affect expenditure on
children’s education, healthcare, nutrition and
household savings. Thus, wage inequality in agri-
culture has consequences that extend beyond in-
dividual women and influence the wellbeing of
entire families.”“An even more serious concern is
the large number of women who work without pay
on family farms. According to the statistics pre-
sented, 47.7 per cent of women work without
wages on family farms, compared with only 20.2
per cent of men. This suggests that nearly half of
women’s agricultural labour may remain outside
direct wage-based economic recognition.”“Women
perform a wide range of activities, including pre-
paring seeds, transplanting, weeding, crop protec-
tion, harvesting, cleaning agricultural produce, stor-
age and livestock care. However, when such work
is performed on family farms, it often remains eco-
nomically invisible. This invisible labour is one of
the most significant yet least recognised compo-
nents of Indian agriculture.““It is essential to bring
this invisible labour into economic and policy dis-
cussions. Even if a woman working on a family farm
does not receive a direct wage, her labour creates
real economic value and contributes directly to ag-
ricultural production. Without her work, the pro-
ductivity and functioning of the farm may be sig-
nificantly affected. Yet the absence of direct in-
come or formal recognition often leaves women
economically dependent. Women must therefore
be recognised not merely as members of farming
families but as independent agricultural
producers.““Inequality in access to productive re-
sources also affects the productivity of women
farmers. According to the statistics presented,
women farmers may experience a productivity gap
of approximately 24 per cent because of inad-
equate access to essential resources. This does not
indicate a lack of agricultural capability among
women. Instead, it reflects unequal access to land,
credit, water, quality seeds, fertilisers, machinery,
technical training and market information.““If
women farmers receive equal access to these pro-
ductive resources, their agricultural productivity
can improve significantly. Increased productivity
among women farmers would not merely benefit
individual households; it would have a wider im-
pact on the rural economy.““Higher agricultural
production can increase family incomes. Increased
family incomes can support better education,
healthcare and nutrition for children. Household
savings can improve, purchasing power can in-
crease and local rural markets can become more
economically active. In this way, women farmers’
empowerment can become a powerful multiplier
for rural economic development.““The economic
cost of denying women equal opportunities is an-
other issue of major importance. According to the
estimates presented, gender inequality in agricul-
ture results in an annual loss of approximately 1.2
to 2 trillion in potential production and economic
value. This is estimated to represent around 2.5 to
4 per cent of total agricultural output. These fig-
ures establish an important fact: providing equal
opportunities to women is not merely a question
of social justice; it is directly linked to the national
economy.”“Women farmers should therefore not
be viewed solely through the lens of welfare. Their
empowerment must be treated as an economic
investment. Providing women with land rights,
access to credit, technology, irrigation, agricultural
machinery, training and market access can gener-
ate substantial returns through increased agricul-
tural production and rural economic growth. Every
improvement in women’s agricultural productiv-
ity has the potential to strengthen the overall ca-
pacity of India’s agricultural economy.““Special at-
tention must also be given to improving access to
agricultural credit for women. Many women re-
main excluded from formal banking systems be-
cause land is not registered in their names, they
lack property documents or they do not possess
official recognition as farmers. Self-help groups,
women farmers’ producer organisations, coopera-
tive institutions and rural financial agencies can
play an important role in making agricultural in-
vestment more accessible to women.”“However,
providing credit alone is not sufficient. Women
must also receive training that enables them to
utilise financial resources effectively for produc-
tive agricultural investment. Financial literacy, ag-
ricultural planning and market awareness are es-
sential components of genuine economic
empowerment.““Access to modern agricultural
technology is equally important.  Contd...5 Page
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Contd......4 Page..Women require training in mod-
ern cultivation methods, climate-resilient agricul-
ture, water-saving practices, soil health manage-
ment, seed selection, pest management, post-har-
vest processing and storage technologies. Agricul-
tural information delivered through digital and
mobile platforms in local languages can significantly
improve women'’s ability to make independent
decisions.”“Agricultural mechanisation must also
become more inclusive of women. Many agricul-
tural tools and machines have historically been
designed without adequately considering women'’s
physical requirements and working conditions.
Lightweight, affordable and user-friendly machin-
ery suitable for transplanting, weeding, harvesting
and processing agricultural produce should be made
widely available. Such mechanisation can reduce
physical strain, save time, increase productivity and
improve the quality of life of women farmers.” “Im-
proving women'’s access to agricultural markets is
another essential requirement. Producing crops is
only one part of agricultural activity; obtaining a
fair price for agricultural produce is equally impor-
tant. Women may participate extensively in pro-
duction but remain excluded from marketing deci-
sions. If men continue to dominate activities such
as travelling to markets, negotiating prices and in-
teracting with buyers, women may not receive the
full economic benefits of their labour.”“Women
farmers’ organisations, producer companies, coop-
eratives and collective marketing systems can help
overcome these barriers. Collective participation
can increase bargaining power, reduce dependence
on intermediaries and enable women to secure
better market prices.”“The value created by women
in agriculture must not be measured solely through
crop production. Women contribute significantly to
livestock rearing, dairy production, poultry farm-
ing, sheep and goat rearing, vegetable cultivation,
seed conservation, food storage and small-scale
food processing. These activities contribute sub-
stantially to the rural economy and household food
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security.““Policies should therefore promote value-
added agricultural enterprises that can increase
women’s incomes. Food processing, dairy products,
seed enterprises, vegetable marketing and other
agriculture-based micro-enterprises can create
greater economic independence for rural
women.““ CONCLUSION““When all the statistics
presented are examined together, a clear picture
of women’s position in Indian agriculture emerges.
Women constitute approximately 64 per cent of the
agricultural workforce, yet they hold only around
11.7 per cent of agricultural land. For every Rs.100
earned by men, women receive only Rs.82. Women
farmers may experience a productivity gap of up to
24 per cent because of inadequate access to re-
sources. As many as 47.7 per cent of women work
without pay on family farms, compared with only
20.2 per cent of men. These inequalities are esti-
mated to result in an annual economic loss of ap-
proximately 1.2 to 2 trillion in agricultural produc-
tion and value, equivalent to around 2.5 to 4 per
cent of total agricultural output.““These figures are
not merely statistics. They represent a social and
economic mirror reflecting the position of women
within Indian agriculture. Women contributing 64
per cent of agricultural labour while holding only
11.7 per cent of agricultural land represents a fun-
damental structural inequality. Receiving only Rs.82
for every Rs.100 earned by men demonstrates that
women’s labour is still not receiving equal economic
value. The fact that 47.7 per cent of women work
without pay on family farms highlights the enor-
mous scale of invisible labour performed by
women. The productivity gap of up to 24 per cent
reveals the consequences of unequal access to pro-
ductive resources.““Maost importantly, the esti-
mated annual economic loss of 1.2 to 2 trillion dem-
onstrates how much potential the country loses by
failing to place women at the centre of agricultural
development.““The time has therefore come to
move women farmers from the margins of agricul-
tural policy to its centre. Women must have land

“At present, the greatest danger to
India Is from religious fanaticism

Ch. RavinderBureau
Chief Hyderabad Sep-
tember 12: A meeting
was organized by the
Progressive Writers” As-
sociation (Arasam), erst-
while Warangal District,
on the occasion of the
historical significance of
September 17. The meet-
ing was held at the Gov-
ernment Girls’ High
School, Lashkar Bazaar,
Hanamkonda, under the
chairmanship of Arasam
President Boora Bhiksha
pathi.“Speaking on the
occasion, the speakers

stated that September 17 Telangana Armed

property of particular stated that Razakars did
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rights. They must receive official recognition as
farmers. They must have access to institutional
credit. They must be provided with quality seeds,
irrigation facilities, agricultural machinery and mod-
ern technology. Their produce must receive fair ac-
cess to markets. Equal pay for equal work must be-
come a reality. Policies must also recognise and as-
sign value to the unpaid labour performed by women
on family farms.”“Women farmers do not merely
require assistance; they require rights, recognition,
decision-making authority and equal access to re-
sources. When women are given a meaningful role
in agricultural decision-making, family farming be-
comes stronger. When women’s incomes increase,
purchasing power within the rural economy ex-
pands. When women gain land rights, they gain
stronger recognition as independent farmers.
When they gain access to technology, their produc-
tivity improves. When they gain direct market ac-
cess, they are more likely to receive the true value
of their labour.”“If India seeks to modernise and
transform its agricultural sector, it must move be-
yond viewing women merely as agricultural
labourers. Women must be recognised as farmers,
producers, entrepreneurs and decision-makers in
agricultural development. An agricultural policy
that values women'’s labour can increase national
agricultural productivity while simultaneously im-
proving the standard of living of rural families.
““Women farmers’ empowerment is therefore not
merely a solution to women’s problems. It is a re-
sponse to the challenges facing Indian agriculture.
It is a pathway towards reducing rural poverty. It is
a strong foundation for household food security. It
is an economic strategy capable of increasing na-
tional productivity.”“For a country aspiring towards
inclusive and sustainable development, it is no
longer sufficient for 64 per cent of the agricultural
workforce to remain dependent upon only 11.7 per
cent ownership of agricultural land. It is no longer
acceptable for women to receive only Rs.82 for ev-
ery Rs.100 earned by men. It is no longer reason-
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able to treat the unpaid labour of 47.7 per cent of
women as a natural family responsibility. India can-
not afford to continue bearing a productivity gap of
up to 24 per cent or lose an estimated 1.2 to 2 tril-
lion in potential economic value every year because
women are denied equal opportunities.““The fu-
ture of agricultural policy must therefore follow a
clear direction: land for women, resources for
women, equal wages for women, official recogni-
tion for women as farmers, market access for women
and decision-making power for women. When
these essential pillars are strengthened, Indian ag- |
riculture can become genuinely inclusive, equi- |
table, productive and sustainable.““Finally, behind |
every woman working in an Indian field stands a
family; behind every farming family stands a rural
economy; and behind that rural economy stands
the food security of the nation. Strengthening the
hands of women farmers therefore means strength-
ening Indian agriculture itself. Respecting their
labour means respecting national production.
Granting them rights means creating greater eco-
nomic independence for rural India.““When
women farmers progress, agriculture progresses.
When agriculture progresses, rural India progresses.
And when rural India progresses, India as a whole
moves towards inclusive and sustainable develop-

ment.
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Warangal Urban Co-operative Bank Chairman Errabelli Pradeep

Rao placed under illegal house arrest by police

Bureau Chief Warangal,
September 12: Police il-
legally placed BJP state
leader and Warangal Ur-
ban Co-operative Bank
Chairman Errabelli
Pradeep Rao under
house arrest to prevent
him from participating
in the "Chalo Assembly"
protest. This protest had
been called for by BJP
Telangana State Presi-
dent N. Ramchander Rao
to demand the immedi-
ate release of fee reim-
bursement arrears,
keeping the students’
future in mind. Errabelli
Pradeep Rao expressed
outrage, stating that ob-
structing leaderswho
were setting out to

question the government and protest democratically regarding student
issuesthrough preventive arrests and house arrests amounts to a violation of
demaocratic rights. He demanded that the government immediately release
the fee reimbursement arrears linked to the students' future and resolve the
issues faced by both students and colleges. He asserted that no amount of
obstruction could halt the BJP's struggle for public causes and emphasized
that the party would continue to fight for the legitimate rights of students.

We Must Protect Democracy from the Stranglehold of the RSS-BJP

occupies a very signifi-
cant place in history.“The
chief guest, prominent
social worker C. H.
Ravinder, said that all of
us should remember the
memories of the Telan
gana Armed Peasant
Struggle. He stated that,
at present, the greatest
danger to India comes
from Manuvadi and reli-
gious-fanatical forces.
He called upon poets and
artists to counter these
forces through their writ-
ings and various art
forms. He emphasized
that there is a responsi-
bility to create aware-
ness among the people
from this perspe ctive.
The keynote speaker,
Nidhi Brahmac hari, ex-
plained in detail the his-
torical developments
that preceded the

Struggle and described
the various stages of the
struggle one by one. On
this occasion, he stated
that the martyrdom of
Doddi Komuraiah gave
birth to the Telangana
Armed Peasant Struggle.
Dr. Marka Shankar
Naraya na, General Sec-
retary of Arasam, said
that September 17 has a
historical background of
stru ggle. He stated that
it was a struggle led by
the people and built by
the people; a struggle
wage d by ordinary
people rooted in the
soil; and a struggle col-
lectively fought by work-
ing people.“He said that,
at a time when attempts
are being made to dis-
tort the history of Sep-
tember 17 and to claim
the entire history as the

R

groups, it is necessary to
ask: Who uprooted the
feudal foundations of
Nizam’s oppressive rule?
What actually happened
in history? He empha-
sized that today’s youn
ger generation needs to
know the truth about
these historical events.
“He further stated that
even after the integra-
tion of Hyderabad State,
Indian troops remained
in the Hyderabad State
until 1951 and approxi-
mately 3,000 people, in-
cluding Communists,
were killed, describing
this as an act of betrayal.
“Palleru Veeraswamy,
State President of Arasa
m, spoke about the
atrocities committed at
that time by the landlord
Pratapa Reddy of
Kanthathmakur.“He

not mean Muslims;
rather, the term referred
to Deshmukhs, Desh
pandes, Doras, land-
lords, and Patel-
Patwaris, who were as-
sociated with the feudal
system.“Poetry Gather
ing“Subsequently, a po-
etry gathering was con-
ducted on the theme
“My Telangana”. Poems
were presented to the
audience by Rama
Brahmachari, Prasoon,
Pitta Sambayya, Guni
ganti Ramesh, Rajender,
P. Ravinder, Nidhi,
Bhikshapathi, and
Veeraswamy.“On this
occasion, Ch, Ravinder
unveiled the video song
“How Can We Forget
Those Warriors?”, writ-
ten by Dr. Marka Shankar
Narayana.

[ G

-T. Skylab Babu, GPM State Gommittes Member

Bureau Chief Vemula
wada, September 12:
CPM State Committee
member T. Skylab Babu
called upon everyone to
strive to protect democ-
racy from the policies of
the RSS-BJP. On Satur-
day, a seminar titled
"The Indian Constitution
— Democracy = Chal-

lenges" was organized
by the CPM District Com-
mittee at the Ambedkar

Community Hall in
Vemulawada, marking
the second death anni-
versary of Sitaram Yechu
ry.“Speaking on the occa-
sion, Skylab Babu em-
phasized the need to
safeguard the indepen-

dence of constitutional
institutions. He criticized
the Central Government
for pursuing policies that
incite religious hatred
while ignoring the issues
faced by farmers, work-
ers, and students. He de-
scribed democracy and
secularism as the two
eyes essential for the

country's unity. He
lauded Sitaram Yechury
for playing a pivotal role
in  uniting secular
forces.“CPM District Sec-
retary Musham Ramesh
presided over the semi-
nar, which was attended
by party leaders and rep-
resentatives of people's
organizations.
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TTD Medical Institutions to Usher in a New Era of Digital Good Governance
Dr. M. Srinivas of AIIMS, New Delhi presents “Digital Solutions for Good Governance & Transparency in Medical Institutes

Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu
Direct Voice Bureau
Chief Thirumala Sep-
tember 12: Major Initia-
tive to Introduce Trans-
parent, Accountable and
Patient-Centric Digital
Governance across SVI
MS and all TTD Medical
InstitutionsBest prac-
tices of AlIMS to be stud-
ied and suitably adapted
for SVIMS and other
Medical Institutions un-
der Tirumala Tirupati
DevasthanamsTechnology
for Transparency, Trans-
parency for Accountabil-
ity and Accountability
for Better Patient CareDr.
Gudaru Jagadish, Direc-
tor-cum-Vice Chancel-
lor, SVIMS in a major step
towards transforming
healthcare administra-
tion through techno logy,
Sri Venkateswara Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(SVIMS), Tirupati, pro-
poses to initiate a com-
prehensive programme
of Digital Good Gover-
nance and Transparency,
with a vision to progres-
sively extend suitable
digital reforms across
the medical institutions
under Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD).The
initiative follows an in-
sightful presentation by
Dr. M. Srinivas of AIIMS,
New Delhi, titled “Digi-
tal Solutions for Good
Governance & Transpar-
ency in Medical Insti-
tutes,” highlighting sev-
eral technology-driven
reforms and best prac-
tices being adopted at
AIIMS in the areas of pa-
tient care, administra-
tion, procurement, hu-
man resources, medical
education, research and
institutional govern an
ce. The presentation
emphasised Good Gov-
ernance, Transparency,
Innovation and Digitiza-
tion as key dimensions
for strengthening excel-
lence in public healt
hcare institu tions. In-
spired by these initia-

tives, Dr. Gudaru Jagad
ish, Director-cum-Vice
Chancellor, SVIMS, pro-
posed that the relev ant
best practices demon-
strated by AIIMS, New
Delhi be carefully stud-
ied, suitably customised
to local requirements
and introduc ed in a
phased manner at SVIMS
and, wherever appropri-
ate, across the medical
institutions under TTD.
Patient First” — Digital
Governance Centred
Around the PatientThe
central objective of the
proposed digital trans-
form ation is to make ev-
ery stage of a patient’s
journey through the hos-
pital simpler, faster,
more transparent and
more dignified.“Digital
integration can progres
sively cover appoint-
ment booki. ng, registra-
tion, OPD consultati on,
investigations, treat-
ment and patient feed-
back, thereby reduci ng
unnecessary queues, de-
lays, confusion and op-
portunities for undesir-
able intermediary inter
vention.Systems such as
Queue Management,
Doctor Dashboard s, Roo
m -Level Displays and
Common-Area Informa-
tion Displays can provide
patients with timely and
transparent information
and improve the overall
OPD experience.“Real-
Time Dashboards for
Transparent Hospital
Services“The presenta-
tion highlighted the im-
portance of Real-Time
Central Dashboards to
make relevant hospital
information readily avai
lable and to enable ad-
ministrators to monitor
important services effici
ently.”Such dashboards
can strengthen eviden
ce-based decision-mak-
ing, enable early identi-
fication of bottlenecks
and improve institu-
tional respo nsiv en ess.”
QR Code-Based Real-

Time Grievance Redre
ssalA significant patient-
centric initiative pre-
sented was a QR code-

based real-time griev-
ance redressal system,
enabling patients and
their attendants to re-
port difficulties directly
and facilitati ng prompt
action by the concern ed
hospital autho rities.
Such a system empow-
ers patients by giving
them a direct voice
while promoting trans-
parency, trust, account-
ability and improved
service quality. The fea-
sibility of developing an
appropriate grievance
redressal mechanism
for SVIMS and TTD medi-
cal institutions will be
explo red. Greater Trans-
parency in Procur ement
through a Procurement
Digital Library One of the
most significant gover-
nance reforms dis-
cussed was the Procure-
ment Digital Library
(PDL)A compre hensive
digital procurement da-
tabase can facilitate
Price Referencing, Rate
Reasonability, Price Esti-
mation, Internal Audit
ing, Preventive Vigi-
lance and Trend Analy-
sis, thereby enabling
data-driven procure-
ment decisio ns.Histo
rical prices, procure-
ment patterns and ven-
dor-related information
can be used for bench

marking and better deci-
sion-making, helping

public institutions achie
ve greater transparency,

competition, consis-
tency and financial
prudence.Digital sys-
tems can also help iden-
tify anomalies such as
unreasonable prices,
persistent procurement
from particular vendors
and unauthorised mod
es of procurement, there
by strengthening pre-
ventive vigilance. inte-
grated Digital Manage-
ment of HR, Finance and
ProcurementThe pre-
sentation also high-
lighted SAHAS — System
for AIIMS Human Re-
sources & Accounting
Services, which incorpo-
rates major data gover-
nance modules covering
Human Resource Man-
agement, Financial Man-
agement, and Procure-
ment & Engineering Digi-
tal Library.Relevant as-
pects of such an inte-
grated approach may be
studied for suitable
adoption within TTD me
dical institutions to im-
prove administrative ef-
ficiency, reduce delays
and strengthen institu
tio nal accountability
Transparent and Tech-
nology-Enabled Recru
itmentDigital reforms in
recruitm ent were also
highlighted, with the
objective of making the
recr uitment cycle more

tamperproof, secure,
transparent, qualitative
and time-bound. Digitis
ation can support the

entire recruitment pro-
cess from vacancy
notificat ion and online
application to scrutiny,
interviews and declar
ation of results, thereby
improvi ng efficiency and
public confi dence in in-
stitutional recruitm ent.

Digital Transformation of
Medical Education and
Skill Develo pmentThe
initiative also envisages
strengthening medical
education through e-
learning platforms, ad-
vanced simulation cen-
tres, skill laboratories
and telemedicine-based
academic collabo ration.
The presentation high-
lighted the Skill E-Learn-
ing and Teleme dicine
(SET) Facility and digital
learning platforms as

important tools for pro- liable networks, secure
viding continuous, acces- applications, reliable
sible and competency- hosting infrastructure,
based medical educ robustcybersecurity and
ation.Such initiatives a stro ng IT governance
could provide under- framework to protect
graduate and postgradu- patient information and
ate students, residents institutional data. To-
and faculty with greater wards a Unified Digital
opportun ities for simu- Health care Ecosystem
lation-based trai ni ng, forTTD The long-term vi-
continuous learning and sion is to progressively
academic collaboration develop a coordinated
with leading institutions digital healthcare eco-
in India and abroad. system across TTD medi-
Strengthening Research calinstitutions, whi le re-
through Digital Plat- specting the specific
forms, Al and Innov ation functional requirements
Digital platforms can also of each institut ion. Digi-
stren gthen institutional tal integra tion may
research by facilitating eventually encompass
research submissions patient care, hospital
and improving visibility adminis tration, pro-
of research grants, fac- curement, finance, hu-
ulty profiles and publica man resources, medical
tions.“The presentation education, research,
further highligh ted grievance redre ssal and
emerging applications of institutional monitoring,
Artificial Intelligence, thereby enabling more
Machine Learning and transparent and data-
Clinical Decision Support driven gove rnance.The

approach will be phased
and need-based, with

Systems in healthca
re.“SVIMS will explore

appropriate opportuni-
ties for adopting such
emerging technologies
while ensuring patient
safety, clinical responsi-
bility, ethical standards
and data protection
Cybersecur ity and Pro-
tection of Patient Data
“Digital transformation
must be accompanied by
robust cybers ecurity.The
proposed approach will
therefore emphasise re-

appropriate assessment
of existing systems, in-
frastructure, inter oper-
ability, cybers ecurity
and institutional require
ments before imple me
ntation. Speaking on the
occasion, Dr. Gudaru
Jagadish, Director-cum-
Vice Chancellor, SVIMS
said The best digital gov-
ernance practices being
implemented in premier
national institutions suc

h as AlIMS, New Delhi
provide valuable les-
sons for us. Our objec-
tive is to study these sys-
tems carefully and adapt
suitable solutions to the
requirements of SVIMS
and other TTD medical
institutions so that we
can establish new bench
m arks in transparency,
account ability and pa-
tient-centred health
care.”He further stated:”
“Digitalisation should
not merely mean con-
verting paper files into
electronic files. A pa-
tient should experience
shorter queues, faster
services, transparent in-
formation and timely
grievance resolution.
Every rupee spent must
be accountable and ev-
ery administrative deci-
sion should become
more transparent and
data-driven. Technology
achieves its true pur-
pose only when it ulti-
mately translates into
better, safer and more
accessible care for the
poor and needy.”Dr.
Jagadish appreciated Dr.
M. Srinivas of AIIMS,
New Delhi for sharing
the presentation and
valuable experiences on
digital good governance
and stated that these
ideas would provide im-
portant guidance in
shaping the digital trans-
formation roadmap for
SVIMS and other TTD
medical institut ions.
With the guiding vision
of “Good Governan ce —
Complete Transparency
— Digital Accountability —
Patien t-Centred Health
care,” the proposed ini-
tiative aims to position
SVIMS and the medical
institutions of Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams
as exemplary public heal
thcare institutions com-
bining compassionate
service with modern
technology, transparent
administration and ac-
countable governance.

Where Is the Telangana Dialect in the Age of Al?- Arra Nagendra Babu“Retired Joint Collector“9849085520°

Why doesn't Al properly
understand the words
we naturally speak in our
own Telangana? Why do
some speech-to-text
apps get it wrong when
we speak in Telangana
Telugu? Why don't apps
like Whisper Flow, or
other Al apps, offer a
specific "Telangana Telu
gu" option? Why does
an Al like ChatGPT some-
times fail to understand
natural Telangana words
like "angi," "olalu," "len
kinava, raaye, " and "kee
sa" This isn't a problem
of Al not knowing Telu
gu. The real problem is
that Al doesn't "under-
stand" our language di-
rectly, the way a human
does. When we speak, it
first converts the sound
waves from our voice
into numerical data. The
model then compares
what sounds are present
in that audio, how they
combine, where one
word ends and another

begins, what pronunciation is used, and what the
sentence context is — against the patterns it
learned during training.This is exactly where the
Telangana dialect problem begins.Suppose an Al
has been trained on tens of millions of examples of
standard Telugu speech. But if genuine, naturally-
spoken Telangana Telugu makes up only a small frac-
tion of that data, the model never builds a strong
enough representation of our pronun iation,
rhythm, pitch variations, word endings, contrac-
tions, and local vocabulary For example, if we say
"nuvvu edikki potunnave?", the model may instead
lock onto the pattern it has seen far more often
"nuvvu ekkadiki veltunnavu?" because that's closer
to what it recognizes. This isn't the model deliber-
ately changing our words; it's simply predicting to-
ward the statistical pattern it saw most often dur-
ing training.This brings us to an important point: *a
dictionary of Telangana words alone is not
enough.Telling an Al in text form that words like
"kaikili, egilivaranga,"mogulu,” "ummagilluta," and
"doopa" exist is one thing. But it's a completely dif-
ferent thing to provide hundreds of Telangana spea
kers saying those same words at different speeds,
pitches, and pronunciations, with different voices,
background noise, and recording conditions in clear
audio.What Al needs is **audio + an accurate tran-
script, matched together.*If a person says "acchi
nava," the dataset must also record it exactly as "acc
hinava" not "correct" it into the standard Telugu
form "vachchava." If we normalize it that way, the
model loses the opportunity to learn which spoken
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Telangana form that particular sound actually cor-
responds to.This is exactly why a large-scale
Telangana language and dialect dataset is
needed.That dataset should include natural, every-
day speech from across different regions Hydera
bad, Adilabad, Nizamabad, Warangal, Karimnagar,
Medak, Nalgonda, Rangareddy, all the way to
Mahabubnagar. It should include children, elderly
people, women, men, rural speakers, and urban
speakers people talking in every possible way.it
should include fast speech, ordinary conversations,
background noise, phone-call audio, code-switch-
ing, Telugu-English mixed speech, and Telugu-Urdu
mixed sentences too because that's how we actu-
ally talk in real life:Aa application open chesi login
avvu."This is neither pure Telugu nor pure
English.“Likewise: "Endira bhai, paagal gani
lekkunnav. This is our everyday, ordinary spoken
Telangana.“Al needs exactly these kinds of ex-
amples too.“During technical training, the model
makes a prediction from the audio. That prediction
is compared against the correct transcript, and the
difference (error) is calculated. Then, through
backpropagation, gradient descent, and optimizer
updates, the model's parameters are adjusted.This
process repeats across thousands, lakhs, and crores
of examples, and the relationship between speech
patterns and text patterns keeps strengthening.This
is exactly where the diversity of speakers matters
enormously.If a single person speaks for a hundred
hours, the model may simply get used to that one
person's way of speaking. But if hundreds of differ-
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ent people speak, the model can properly learn what
the actual common patterns in Telangana language
and dialect really are.This isn't merely a transcrip-
tion problem. It's a problem of keeping a language
digitally alive.Telangana's language and cultural in-
stitutions need to take this seriously. Rather than
just preserving Telangana words in books, a major
initiative is needed to build a comprehensive, ac-
curately transcribed, properly licensed body of
Telangana language and dialect recordings that ev-
eryone can use.Regions, age groups, social contexts,
vocabulary, and natural conversations all of it needs
to be documented. “Based on this data, speech mod-
els can be fine-tuned. By identifying where the
model makes mistakes and feeding those difficult
examples back into the dataset, the model can be
gradually improved through active learning In the
future, every major Al platform should offer spo-
ken-language recognition options for Telugu,
Telangana Telugu, and Andhra Telugu, as distinct
choices."Then, Al will be able to understa nd and
transcribe what we say exactly as we said it with-
out "correcting" it.For a language to stay alive, it's
not enough for people to simply keep speaking it
that language must also show up in technology.If
tomorrow our children can speak to Al in the
Telangana dialect and Al can understand it, if our
local words can persist within digital systems that
would not just be a technical achievement. It would
mean keeping the Telangana language digitally alive
for future generations.The question "Where is the
Telangana dialect in the age of AlI?" has one

answer:“It must be in
our data.”It must be in
our AL“It must be an op-
tion in our apps.“It must
be in our future. “Tela
ngana's language lovers,
our writers, poets, aca-
demicians, and universi-
ties urgently need to
take the initiative on
this. We need to build a
comprehensive lexicon
of our own. Poems, writ-
ings, translations, songs,
novels, plays, and films
in our own dialect need
to spread widely.“In this
great endeavor passing
on to future generations
the language and dialect
that are the hope and
breath of four crore
people, for the preserva
tion of our culture all of
us are stakeholders. Let
us hope that our peo
ple's government, under
the Telangana Language
and Culture Department
and the Telugu Acad-
emy, will take up this ini-
tiative as a priority.
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BJP takes credit for the
strong bond formed be-
tween corporates and
Kamal Nath The flood of
donations is undeniable
evidence. The five re-
cent The latest figures
reveal that the BJP cen-
tral office received funds
worth Rs 1,472.8 crore
during the state election
period. At the same
time, the donations re-
ceived by the Cong ress
were Rs 207.17 crore. The
BJP officially says that it
spent Rs 96.3 crore in
Assam, Rs 51.6 crore in
Tamil Nadu, and Rs 11.9
crore in Puducherry. The
amount of unaccounted
and unaccounted money
can be estimated. This
makes it clear how much
money is concentrated
in the hands of politi-
cians and how much
inequ ality financial
power creates in the
election campaign. The
BJP, which works in ac-
cordance with the inter-
ests of corporates... This
donation figure is a
mountain of rewards for
the return it is gett ing
from them. In 2024-25, all
political parties received
Rs 3,826.35 crore through
electoral bonds, of
which Rs 3,157.65 crore,
or 82.52 percent, went to
the BIP. The Congress re-
ceived Rs 298.78 crore,
the Trinamool Congress
received Rs 102 crore,
and the remaining 19
parties together contrib-
uted Rs 267.92 crore. Of
these funds, 228 corpo
rate and business enti-
ties contri buted Rs
3,636.82 crore. This fig-
ure shows the role that
corpor ate money plays
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Between Gorporates
Yamsani Srinivas Senior Journalist

in the funding system of
the ruling parties. Simi-
larly, these donations
also reveal how much
the respective parties
are dedicated to and in-
fluenced by the inter-
ests of corporates. When
the Supreme Court
struck down the elec-
toral bond scheme in
2024 in a casefiled by the
CPM... it raised serious
guestions on issues such
as transparency in politi-
cal donati ons and the
impact of corporate
funds on people's rights.
There has been no ad-
equate response from
the Center so far, nor has
there been any revision.
Even after the bond
route was abolis hed,
the flow of large amou
nts of funds has not
stopped. With such un-
limited corporate dona-
tions to the BIP, which
incites a hysteri cal ide-
ology to seize power, it
has changed the course
of the elect ions for the
worse! From pouring
crores into poll manage-
ment to turning the win-
ning opponents towards
itself, it is using the pow
er structures and finan-
cial power as it pleases.
This is a big danger to de-
mocracy! A serious loss
to the interests of the
country Mean while, the
case of unrecognized
registered political par-
ties that came to light in
Gujarat has brou ght to
light another dark side
of the election funding
system. It is surprising
that six anonymous par-
ties limited to papers re-
ceived donations of
about Rs. 1,700 crore in

2023-24. The number of
candidates contesting the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
all those parties together,
is only 15. How did these
anonymous parties get so
much money? What are
the interests behind it?
The guest ions need to be
answered. The CPM,
which works among the
people and runs move-
ments, has decided not to
accept donations from
corporate companies. On
the one hand, the lack of
funds for the Left parties
competing with limited
resources, and on the
other hand, the enormous
financial power of the par-
ties that can spend huge
amounts is against equal
political competi tion.
Elections require discus-
sion with the people, ar-
guments on policies, and
proposals for alternatives.
But if money, media, cam-
paign machinery, huge
meetings, and digital cam-
paigns are all concentrated
in the hands of a single po-
litical force democ racy
will lose its meaning. That
is why there is a great
need to bring electoral re-
forms. To get out of the
situation of depende nce
on corporate donations
and large amounts of
funds, a public fund ing
system for elections shou
Id be established. The
Election Com mission shou
Id be the central institu-
tion for this. It should provi
de needs like campaign
materi als, government
places for meetin gs, print-
ing, and travel. At the sam
e time, corporate There
should be strict limits on
donatio ns complete trans-
parency for every dona-
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tion, immediate public
declaration of income
and expen diture of
parties, limits on
expen diture incurred
by parties during elec-
tions, and strict action
again st violations. It
should not be about
who has how much
money in elections,
but whose policies are
liked by the people
that sho uld be deci-
sive. Corporate organ
izations that make
huge donatio ns should
be prevented from get-
ting benefits from the
gover nments of their
respective parties in
the Such reforms can-
not be expected in the
present day when in-
dependent institu-
tions like the Election
Commission have be-
come puppets in the
hands of the ruling
party, but changes are
definitely necessary if
elections are to be
held fairly in the fu-
ture. For that, citizens
and intellectuals sho
uld make continuous
efforts.“"We need to
bring awareness in the
society through. Free-
ing the people's vote
from money, tempta-
tions and the magic of
propaganda is now An
urgent task.

Ganesh Festivities and Inmersion Events Must be Conducted
Peacefully - District SP Sirishetti Sankeerth, IPS

Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu
Direct Voice Bureau
Chief, Warangal Septem-
ber 12: District SP
Sirishetti Sankeerth, IPS,
has advised organizers
and the public to strictly
adhere to the rules and
guidelines prescribed by
the Police Department
to ensure that the instal-
lation of Ganesh idols,
festivities, and immer-
sion events in Jayasha
nkar Bhupalpally district
are conducted peace-
fully and safely, without
causing any inconve-
nience to the public.”
Key instructions for
Ganesh festival organiz-
ers: To obtain police
clearance for the instal-
lation of Ganesh idols, a
fully filled-out intima-
tion form must be up-
loaded online via the
Telangana Police webs
ite. Details regarding the
installation site and
date, as well as the im-
mersion procession
date, time, route, and
immersion location,
must be clearly speci-
fied. A No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC) must be
obtained from the owner

of the installation site;
this rule applies to both
private and government
properties. Idols should
be installed only in loca-
tions that do not disrupt
trafficor pose a threat to
public peace and order.
Police clearance will not
be granted for installing
idols in disputed areas.
Unauthorized electrical
connections must not be
used at Ganesh mandaps
(pandals); an authorized
electricity connection
must be obtained throu
gh T.G.S.P.D.C.L. The rel-
evant certificate must be
submitted along with
the intimation form. The
use of loudspeakers
must be limited to only
two box-type speakers;
DJs are not permitted.
Loudspeakers or public
address systems must
not be used between
10:00 PM and 6:00 AM. All
necessary certificates,
along with the intima-
tion form, must be up-
loaded to the Telangana
Police website within
the stipulated timef
rame.Organizers must
strictly adhere to the
conditions, immersion

e

route, and timings speci-
fied in the police clear-
ance. CCTV and video cam-
eras must be installed at
every Ganesh mandap*
(marquee) and ensured to

be operational at all
times.Obscene dances,
objectionable songs, or
inappropriate programs
must not be conducted
during the festivities. De-
votional songs and cultural
programs should be en-
couraged. Cyber ??aware-
ness posters must be dis-
played at every Ganesh
mandap (marquee) to
educate the public on is-
sues such as cybercrimes,
online fraud, digital pay-
ment security, and the im-
portance of not sharing
OTPs, PINs, or passwords
with others, as well as re-
maining vigilant against
suspicious links and phone

calls. The police depart-
ment appeals to festi-
val organizers, local
residents, social activ-
ists, peace committee
members, organizing
committee members,
and local leaders to ex-
tend their full coopera-
tion to ensure that the
Ganesh festivities and
immersion proces-
sions are conducted
peacefully, safely, and
harmoniously. Every-
one is urged to act re-
sponsibly regarding
public order, traffic
regulation, and the
safety of devotees,
and to strictly adhere
to the guidelines and
instructions issued by
the police department.

GENERAL NEWS

BJP Takes Credit for The Strong Bond Formed Aim for Medals at Khelo India M
Narender Reddy, Ch

Direct Voice Bureau
Chief Karimnagar Sep-
tember 12: V. Narender
Reddy, Chairman of
Alphores Educational In-
stitutions, urged yoga
athletes to win a large
number of medals at the
Khelo India Youth Games
scheduled to be held in
Telangana this coming
December. He spoke as
the chief guest at the
valedictory ceremony of
the 17th State-level Sub-
Junior and Junior Yoga
Competitions (for boys
and girls), organized by
the Karimnagar District
Yoga Association at the
Alphores e-Techno Sch
ool in Kothapalli. He
noted that the state gov-
ernment, led by a Chief
Minister who is himself
a sportsperson, is priori-
tizing sports, and as part
of this effort, the state is
hosting the prestigious
Khelo India competi-
tions. He called upon ath
letes to excel in yoga and
other sports to establish
Telangana as the num-
ber one state. He re-
marked that yoga has
now reached countries
across the globe and as-
serted that India is
poised to be unrivaled in
upcoming world-class
yoga competitions. He
emphasized that stu-
dents can reach great
heights only through
systematic and daily prac
ticein the sports they are
passionate ab out. He
pointed out that partici-
pating in sports—be-
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yond just academics—
offers significant ben-
efits, including opportu-
nities through sports
quotas. He specifically
mentioned the option to
choose yoga as an addi-
tional subject within the
CBSE curriculum. They
stated that victory and
defeat are natural in
sports and encouraged
athletes to move for-
ward by analyzing their
performance. They ex-
pressed happiness that
Alphores is hosting state
-level competitions, em-
phasizing the impor-
tance given to sports alo
ngside academics. Telan
gana Yoga Association
Chairman and former
Mayor Sardar Ravinder
Singh expressed delight
that Karimnagar has be-
come a hub for yoga. He
commended Alphores
for providing a platform
where athletes from vari-
ous districts could show-
case their skills, as well
as for arranging excellent
food and accommoda-
tion facilities. He urged

STA

- =

- 2 15k
the athletes to draw in-
spiration from their
achievements here to
excel at the national
level and bring fame to
the state. Telangana Sta
te Yoga Association Pres
ident S.N. Reddy congrat
ulated the Karim nagar
District Yoga Association
for successfully organiz-
ing the state-level com-
petitions with in a short
timefra me. N. Siddha
Reddy, General Secre-
tary of the Telang ana
Yoga Association and
President of the District
Yoga Association, noted
that the yoga competi-
tions were conducted
successfully over the
past two days, featuring
athousand athletes from
across the state. Karim
nagar emerging as the
champion for the 17th
consecutive time stands
as a testament to the lo-
cal sporting talent. It is a
remarkable achiev eme
nt for Karimnagar district
athletes to display such
exceptional prowess
and secure the overall
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championship for the
17thtime in a row. Ranga
Reddy and Medchal dis-
tricts jointly secured the
second overall champi-
onship position, while
Nizam abad district fin-
ished third. Subseque
ntly, the guests pre-
sented trophies, indi-
vidual medals, and cer-
tificates to the winning
athletes. Deepak, who
won a medal at the na-
tional level, and Manoj
Kumar, a federation of-
ficial, were grandly fe-
licitated by the guests.
Participants in the event
included Telangana Oly
mpic Association Joint
Secretary G. Janardhan
Reddy; District Olympic
Association President T.
Ramesh Reddy; Kanna
Krishna; State Yoga Asso-
ciation Vice-President
B. Kamala kar; District
Yoga Association Gen-
eral Secr etary Gunti
Ramak rishna; Manoj;
Swarup achari; Ganga
dhar; Kish taiah; Malles
hwari; Ana nd Kishore;
and Veena vani.

BRIGS Nations: A Compass for the World New Delhi BRICS Summit:
A Testament to Our Nation's Strength Shantan Ramaraju State

Secretary, National BC Welfare Association

Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu
Direct Voice Bureau Chief
Mahabubabad Septem-
ber 12“Shantan Ramar
aju, State Secretary of the
National BC Welfare As-
sociation, stated in a
press release that the
BRICS alliance serves as
a compass for the world.
He remarked that host-
ing the BRICS summit in
New Delhi stands as a
testament to our nation
‘s strength and capabili-
ties. He noted that BRICS
nations possess the ca-
pacity to influence shift-
ing global dynamics re-
garding politics, military
affairs, and geopolitical
dominance. He high-
lighted that BRICS na-
tions have achieved the
feat of surpassing the G7
bloc in terms of rapid de-

Distribution of Glay Ganesha Idols by Uppal Press Club

velopment, global popu-
lation share, and eco-
nomic growth, thereby
challenging the hege-
mony of the US and Eu-
ropean nations. He
commented that the
BRICS initiative to trade
in local curren ciesc
hallenging the domi-
nance of the US dollar.
injects new vitality into
the global economy.
Above all, he praised
India's efforts to foster
unity among BRICS na-
tions. He stated that by
successfully hosting such
a mega-event, India has
conveyed a powerful
message and instilled
confidence globally. He
remarked that under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership, the
New Delhi BRICS summit

Dayyala Rakesh Bhanu State Bureau Chief :

Uppal September 12:A program to distribute clay
Ganesha idols was organized under the aegis of the
Uppal Press Club with the aim of environmental
protection and pollution prevention. Uppal MLA
Bhandari Lakshma Reddy attended the event as the
chief guest. Speaking on the occasion, the MLA
urged everyone to participate in environmental
conservation by installing eco-friendly clay Ganesha
idols. He noted that using clay idols helps protect
the environment, as the immersion of Plaster of
Paris idols poses a risk of polluting water bodies.
He called upon everyone to promote the use of clay
Ganesha idols as a way to preserve nature while
upholding tradition. They urged the youth, women,
Ganesh festival committees, and colony welfare
associations to participate in eco-friendly Ganesh
celebrations. Participants in the event included
TUWIJ Medchal District General Secretary D.
Venkatarami Reddy; Uppal Press Club President V.

offered a reassuring
hand of friendship to al-
lies while leaving adver-
sary nations in distress.
He stated that by hosting
leaders from Russia,
China, and Irannations
that are sworn adversar-
ies of the US and
Europewhile simulta-
neously maintaining
friendly ties with the US
and trading with Euro-
pean countries, New
Delhi has demonstrated
Modi's astute diplomacy
and the nation's global
stature. He described
the member nations' en-
dorsement of the con-
sensus-building initia-
tives proposed by India
at the current BRICS
summit as a positive
development.He noted
that Chinese President Xi

Tirupati Reddy; General Secretary Gyarampalli

Jinping's visit to India
following the Galwan
incident underscores
the significance of
BRICS.“Ultimately, he
expressed satisfaction
that the mega BRICS
summit in New Delhi
has further enhanced
the country's prestige,
describing BRICS as a
beacon of hope for the
future world.
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Shivaji; Working President P. Sagar; Vice-Presi-
dents AV Sridhar Rao and K. Narottama Reddy; Trea-
surer Gutti Sekhar; Joint Secretary D. Raju; senior
journalists Kolunapaka Chandramouli, P. Mahender
Reddy, and Mandala Srisailam; as well as other jour-
nalists, Ganesh festival organizers, BRS party lead-
ers, colony residents, and devotees.
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Ram Pothineni's #Rapo23 makers weicome
actress Samyuktha on hoard film unit

Chennai: The makers of #Rapo23, which will mark the directorial de-
but of Telugu star Ram Pothineni, on Friday welcomed actress Samyuktha
on board the unit of their film.

Taking to its social media timelines to welcome the actress onboard
the unit on the occasion of her birthday on Friday, production house Rapo
Cinematics wrote, “The world of #RAP023 welcomes its newest addi-
tion. Happy Birthday, @iamsamyuktha_ and Welcome on board! Writ-
ten &amp; Directed by #RAPO. Produced by Krishna Pothineni.A
@rapocinematics Production. Energetic Star @ram_pothineni.
@samcsmusic @dop _tirru #ASPrakash @peterheinoffl.”

For the unaware, the unit had begun its Pondicherry schedule last
month. Sources close to the unit had then informed that Ram Pothineni’s
ambitious project, tentatively being referred to as #RAP0O23, was pro-
gressing at a brisk pace.

Sources had disclosed that the unit had plans to shoot a visually ap-
pealing song choreographed by popular dance master Brinda in the sce-
nic locations of Pondicherry. Sources had also added that the unit was

looking to shoot several high-voltage action epi-
sodes designed by well-known stunt choreog-
rapher Vikram Mor, whose impressive
filmography includes blockbusters like ‘KGF:
Chapter 1, ‘Kantara’, and ‘Karuppu’'3, during this
schedule.

Telugu star Ram Pothineni shot for 24 hours
at a stretch on the outskirts of Pondicherry for
the film, sources claimed and pointed out that
what made the effort commendable was that
he was not just directing the film but was also
playing the lead in it.

A massive setup was mounted in
Pondicherry for the schedule, which continued
for nearly nine days. Sources had said that Ram
had been pushing himself vigorously as an ac-
tor while simultaneously overseeing every as-
pect of the film as its director.

Unexpected rains disrupted the Pondicherry
schedule, forcing the unit to temporarily halt film-
ing and return to Hyderabad. The team was
expected to head back to Pondicherry soon to
complete the remaining portions on the same
massive setup. The film is being produced by
Krishna Pothineni under the Rapo Cinematics
banner on a lavish scale.

Conceived by Ram himself, #RAP023 is
touted to be a unique psychological action thriller
setin a gripping neo-noir world. The film, which
was formally announced on the occasion of the
actor’s birthday, will have Ram Pothineni play-
ing a character called Veera in it.

National-Award winning cinematographer
Thirunavukarasu (Thirru) is the cameraman for
this film. Along with Vikram Mor, renowned stunt
choreographer Peter Hein is designing its ac-
tion sequences, while AS Prakash is creating
impressive sets that will enhance the film's
scale and visual appeal.

Irumudi is real blockhuster that earned five
times ROI - Gopichand Malineni

Ravi Teja's Irumudi has become a generational blockbuster and director Shiva Nirvana, producer Mythri
Movie Makers are elated along with entire industry for such a big success.

Ravi Teja's Irumudi has
become a generational
blockbuster and director
Shiva Nirvana, producer
Mythri Movie Makers are
elated along with entire in-
dustry for such a big suc-
cess. The movie team
have conducted a grand
success event celebrating
and distributing shields to
all the distributors, exhibi-
tors, cast and crew. Anil
Ravipudi, Gopichand
Malineni, Buchi Babu Sana,
producers Vishwa Prasad
and Sahu Garapati at-
tended the event as special
guests.

Gopichand Malineni
stated that he worked with
Ravi Teja for three films but
he was thrilled to see
Trinath on screen but not
the mass Maharaja on
screen. He said, "lrumudi is
a real blockbuster as it
earned five to six times the
investment for all the par-
ties involved. No films in
recent times have earned
at same level as the movie
did. Shiva's writing involved
me into the film like never
before."

He continued to say, "I
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was worried what will happen to Manikanta and Babu Nakshatra did very well. | am glad to
see such a big hit for Ravi Teja as many directors will get chances to deliver their best with
him. | will make sure that our film will be even bigger hit than Irumudi and | hope Shiva, Anil
Ravipudi and others will break those records too. Whenever Ravi Teja gets a big hit then
many young directors can breathe in relief as more talented individuals can walk in and
express themselves like we all did with him on screen."

Anil Ravipudi, Buchi Babu Sana and everyone congratulated the team for delivering such
a towering success to Telugu Cinema after a long time. Shiva Nirvana thanked all of them
for their messages and he felt emotional thanking Ravi Teja for giving him such a great
opportunity. He thanked Mythri Movie Makers for trusting him and giving everything the movie

Ravi Teja said, "l am happy that Irumudi earned me so much respect as an actor. There
have been many blockbusters in my career but Irumudi proved to be most respectable for
me as an actor. | give the entire credit to Shiva for such a great script and imagining me in it.
We will work together again and deliver such films again!"
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Movie Review: ‘Epic’

Actors: Anand Deverakonda, Vaishnavi Chaitanya, Sivaji, Vasuki, Kalyan
Shankar, Srinivas Gavireddy and others

Music: Hesham Abdul Wahab

Cinematography: Azim Mohammed

Producers: Suryadevara Nagavamsi - Sai Soujanya
Written and Directed by: Aditya Haasan

Three years ago, “Baby” was a box-office sensation, with Anand
Devarakonda and Vaishnavi Chaitanya acing it. The duo has come to-
gether for “Epic,” directed by Aditya Haasan of the #90s-fame web se-
ries. As the film hits cinemas today, let's have a look at it.

STORY:

Aditya (Anand) is from Wanaparthy and is poor in studies but desires to
become a filmmaker. Due to his father’s pressure, he goes to London,
UK, to pursue an MS. On his first day in college, he meets Kadali
(Vaishnavi) and their friendship blooms. That turns into a live-in relation-
ship, and they promise each other to stay together as long as they are in
the UK and part ways after wrapping up their studies. So where did this
journey take them, what obstacles stood in their way as their relation-
ship goes forward, and did they stay together till the end, becomes the
rest of the story.

NARRATIVE-ANALYSIS:

During ‘Epic’ promotions, producer Naga Vamsi revealed that one could
plan a climax for a movie, but they can’t do that in real life; rather, they go
with practical outcomes. He stated that director Aditya planned the cli-
max of the film in such a practical way only, and it will be abrupt, and the
characters and conversations will be quite simple. While watching ‘Epic
', one feels that Vamsi is absolutely true. Rather than dramatising some
scenes, adding a few twists and exaggerating conversations, Aditya
Haasan might have sat down with the intention of writing this script in a
simple and real manner. He tried to show moments from falling in love to
a breakup, simply. However, there will not be enough drama in real-life
that would feel stunning on the screen, and the conflicts in real life might
not be that great on screen. That’s the biggest issue with Epic too.

People connect to love stories because they do fall in love in their lives at
some point in time. And the moments during the start of a love story-
conversations and sweetness are always interesting. Love stories on
the silver screen work if these aspects click. In Epic, the movie will be
great until the point where the pair falls in love. However, kissing on the
day they meet, and slipping into bed thereafter sounds objectionable, as
that puts the whole of foreign-going Telugu students in a mould. But Aditya
Haasan says that this is his point of view. While the scenes between
Aditya and Kadali until the conflict comes up are good, and that made
the first half interesting.

As the conflict starts, however, Epic spins out a troublesome narrative
by testing the patience of the audience. Though such patience-testing is
common in love stories, somehow that gets overdosed in Epic. The
director’s love for naturalism in those scenes made it a tedious watch.
The conversations feel long and uninteresting. Topics like periods and
mood swings are an example of that. Rather than showing them natu-
rally, he tends to give the impression that they have thought about them
with loads of maturity. Rather than keeping them organic and simple, the
scenes are loud, elongated and feel more painful with the heavy BGM
given, while the scenes have nothing to offer. No one gets excited after
looking at the end, where they give a lead to Part 2, saying that there's a
Final Semester pending.

PERFORMANCES:

After creating a huge impact with “Baby”, the lead pair Anand and Vaishnavi
have to come out of that mould to impress again. And they did it well in
the roles of Aditya and Kadali. Without showcasing any shades of that
previous outing, they impressed in the roles. Anand as a small-town guy
who steps into London, and how he behaves when he meets a girl for
the first time, is quite impressive. In contrast, Vaishnavi appeared as a
modern, urban woman quite convincingly. She appeared mature and
bold too. Shivaji and Vasuki repeated their #30s act very impressively.
Kalyan Shankar and Srinivas Gavireddy spread some laughs. There are
no other roles besides this.

TECHNICALITIES:

Though Abdul Hesham Wahab hasn’t given peppy and repeatable songs
for Epic, his background score is impressive in many scenes. However,
at certain points, it felt too loud. Cameraman Azeem Mohammad’s visu-
als are exciting, and the UK backdrop scenes look beautiful. Sithara
Entertainment’s production values are rich, as they spend the needful
on the story. Coming to Aditya Hasaan, he meets expectations only to a
certain level. While some scenes are beautifully written and well made,
the screenplay never got more exciting than the average love story we
have seen. Mainly, they wrote the conflict and consequences quite rou-
tinely, and that disappoints in terms of narrative too.

Finally: Epic starts sweet, ends bitter

Rating: 2.25/5
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